


		
			Keep the boat and the waterways clean by disposing of trash properly
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			Boating Safety Tips Every Boater Should Know
		

				

				
				
							Boating is an enjoyable pastime for many people, and it is a great way to spend time with family and friends, enjoy the beauty of nature, and participate in water sports.
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							Boaters should always be prepared for emergencies, including engine failure, taking on water, or medical emergencies. Have a plan for handling these situations and carry the necessary equipment, such as a first aid kit, flares, and a radio. Get more detail about ullundertøy.
						

				

					

		

							

		
				
						
					
			
								
				
					
							
					
												
															
								
													
												Always Wear a Life Jacket
					


					Wearing a life jacket is the most crucial safety tip for boaters. According to the U.S. Coast Guard, approximately 80% of boating fatalities occur due to drowning, and 84% of those victims were not wearing a life jacket.

Boaters should be familiar with their boat’s equipment and know how to operate it safely. Ensure you know where all the controls and switches are located and how to use them. Knowing how to handle emergency situations, such as engine failure or taking on water, is also essential.


				

								

				

				

					

		

				
			
								
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

							

		
				
						
					
			
								
				
			Life jackets 
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Designed to keep you afloat and provide extra buoyancy if you fall into the water. Therefore, wearing a life jacket that is the right size for you and properly secured is essential.
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			Safety Equipment
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Having proper safety equipment on board is essential for any boater. All boats should have safety equipment, such as life jackets, flares, fire extinguishers, and a first aid kit. Having a throwable flotation device on board is also a good idea, such as a ring buoy or throwable cushion. Click here and read more about sup brett.
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			Stay Sober
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Boating under the influence of drugs or alcohol is a leading cause of boating accidents. Alcohol can impair judgment and reaction time, making it more difficult to operate the boat safely. Boaters should never drink alcohol or use drugs while operating a boat. If you plan to drink, designate a sober driver or wait until you are back on land.
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			Know Your Boat
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Boaters should always follow navigation rules, especially in crowded or restricted areas. These rules help to prevent accidents and ensure safe navigation on the water. Some essential navigation rules include maintaining a safe speed, giving way to larger vessels, and avoiding areas marked as no-wake zones.
						

				

					

		

							

		
					

		

							

		
				
						
					
			
								
				
			Use Navigation Aids
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Navigation aids, such as buoys, markers, and charts, are essential for safe navigation on the water. Boaters should know how to read navigation aids and use them to navigate safely. Be aware of any changes in the navigation aids, such as a shift in the channel or a new buoy placement.
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			Follow Navigation Rules
		

				

				
				
							A float plan is a document outlines your boating trip’s details, including the boat’s description, the number of passengers, thedestination, and the expected return time. Fitting a float plan with a friend or family member who can alert the authorities if you do not return on time is a good idea. A float plan can help ensure rescue operations are initiated promptly if you are distressed.Wildlife is abundant in many areas where boating is popular. However, keeping a safe distance from wildlife.
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			File a Float Plan
		

				

				
				
							Fueling a boat can be dangerous if proper safety precautions are not followed. Always turn off the engine and any other sources of ignition before fueling. Ensure the fuel nozzle is secure and there are no leaks before starting the engine. It is also essential to know the capacity of your boat’s fuel tank and never overload it.This plan can include carrying a VHF marine radio, a cell phone, or a personal locator beacon. Be  sure to test your communication devices before heading out on the water.
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			Boating Safety Course
		

				

				
				
							A boating safety course can provide valuable knowledge and skills to help you stay safe on the water. Many organizations offer boating safety courses, including the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U.S. Power Squadron. These courses cover boating safety, navigation rules, and emergency procedures.Boaters should always have a communication plan to ensure they can communicate in case of an emergency. 
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			Use Caution When Fueling
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
							Boaters should always avoid approaching marine mammals, such as dolphins or whales, and keep a safe distance from nesting birds or feeding fish.
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